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A&M Accepts Murano's Resignation
Elsa Murano Announced Resignation On Sunday

POSTED: Monday, June 15, 2009
UPDATED: 6:03 pm CDT June 15, 2009

COLLEGE STATION, Texas -- Texas A&M University accepted the abrupt resignation of embattled
President Elsa Murano, who may have decided her own future before A&M System regents chose
it for her.
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Just 17 months after being celebrated as 3 historic ?
choice to lead the 48,000-student campus, Murano -v .A-
resigned Sunday ahead of a special meeting Monday =
called by the university's governing board.

Texas A&M Vice President Bowen Loftin will serve as the university's interim president. The board
expects to name a permanent replacement in about six months.

Murano, 49, was the first Hispanic and first female president in the 132-year history of Texas A&M,
which didn't admit women on an egqual basis until 1971. She departed less than two weeks after
the release of a scathing internal performance review blemished by low marks for leadership and
management.

She will remain on the faculty as a full professor following a one-year leave of absence.

Murano will receive her presidential salary of $425,000 during the leave of absence. She will
receive an annual salary of $260,000 when she returns as professor.

"We're pleased that her skills and talents will continue to serve the university and the students in
the years to come,” said Morris Foster, chairman of the Texas A&M Board of Regents. "We agreed
to her transition back into the faculty of college agriculture and life science.”

Gov. Rick Perry, an A&M alumnus who appointed all nine A&M system regents, said Monday it
remains to be seen whether Murano's departure is good for the university.

Perry expressed confidence in the regents and their decision-making.

"Best I can tell, I saw her perform in an acceptable way,” Perry said.

Murano was not giving interviews Monday, said her spokesman, Erin Powers.
Murano's attorney, Darryl Carter, released the following statement.

"Dr. Murano was committed to a quick and constructive resolution of this matter. The transition
agreement reflects our recognition of the intentions of the Chancellor and the Board of Regents.
The agreement also recognizes Dr. Murano's exemplary service and continuing commitment to
Texas A&M. She remains grateful for the expressions of support and loyalty that she has received
from faculty, staff, current and former students, and friends of the University.”

About 50 faculty members and students, some wearing black armbands, protested in support of
Murano on ABM's mostly deserted campus before the regents convened. One student carried a
sign that had Texas A&M's famous "Gig 'Em" thumbs up image turned upside-down.

Bob Bednarz, speaker of the A&M faculty senate, said Murano came a long way from a skeptical
choice who wasn't among a search committee's three finalists to winning approval throughout
campus.

"One of the frustrating things about this situation is that there is no information,” Bednarz said.
"We generally do not know how decisions are made, or why the regents or the chancellor makes
those decisions.”

The board of regents had announced the special meeting Friday, and had scheduled to discuss
the university's leadership in what had every appearance of a decision on Muranao's future.

In a statement Sunday, Murano said recent weeks had been "taxing” for the university and
thanked those who offered messages of support.

"Our university is strong and I know that we will weather this storm,” Murano said. "I sincerely
hope and pray that we will intensify our efforts to protect and enhance Texas A&M's reputation. I
trust that the important issues raised in recent weeks will be addressed in the Aggie way with
integrity, selfless service and indomitable spirit.”

Texas A&M University System Chancellor Mike McKinney conducted Murana's review, which was
dated Feb. 9. In her first full vear on the 1ob, Murano got the lowest marks possible when it came
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to follow through, acting decisively and timely, and being a team player.

Murano disputed the poor review in a 10-page response sent March 10 to the chancellor and
regents.

"Given the complete disconnection between Dr. McKinney's perception of my performance as
president and all the evidence to the contrary, I can conclude that this review was not based on
facts,” Murano wrote,

Born in Cuba before fleeing with her family in the early 1960s, Murano first joined the A&M faculty
in 1995 and rose to become dean of the university's agricultural school. She was also appointed
to serve as undersecretary for food safety at the U.5. Department of Agriculture.

Murano succeeded Robert Gates, who left to become U.S. secretary of defense. In announcing her
resignation, Murano said she hoped to return to the faculty.
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